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	THE PARISH COUNCIL OF HELLINGLY
The Village Hall, North Street, Hellingly, East Sussex, BN27 4DS

Tel: 01323 449415
e-mail: clerk@hellingly-pc.org.uk
Website: www.hellingly-pc.org.uk



Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at the Village Hall at 7.30pm on
Wednesday 11th March 2020

PCH 082.03.20 to PCH 091.03.20 

Present: 	Councillors: D White (in the Chair), G Hesselgrave, G Ibbotson, V Lee, J Perez, C Jackets, A Jackets, and P Strudwick. F Lulham, J Gayton, M Harrington-James, W Hesselgrave, P Milne, S Davis and W Short

Apologies for absence:  	Cllrs J Gayton and M Harrington-James

In attendance:  		County Cllr N Bennett, Jenny Hoodless, Clerk 

Members of the Public:	Two
				Question: A resident enquired if it would be possible to hold 
events/socials for special needs/disabled people, quarterly or
bi-monthly, at the Village Hall or the new hall.  Cllr D White advised
that would be a great idea. They would need to be at the new hall as
the Village Hall would be leased from 1st June 2020. The resident would like to give special thanks to Tracy Harper for excellent service regarding a recent hire at the Village Hall.

Declarations of Interest:	Cllr G Ibbotson declared an interest with WI

PCH 083.03.20 The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 11th February 
  2020 were approved and signed: 

PCH 084.03.20 Matters arising (not covered elsewhere on the Agenda):
		PCH 102.02.19 & PCH 104.03.20 The Village Hall Hearing Loop – Cllr G Ibbotson
asked what our legal responsibility to install a hearing loop, would be as owner of the
Village Hall, Cllr D White advised the responsibility falls to the tenant/occupier and not the owner (Council). Cllr D White advised that the lease agreement would include ‘abide by legislation including DDA requirements’ for Healthy, Fire & Safety. 
Council agreed not to go ahead with the installation. 
To note: Cllrs F Lulham, J Gayton, J Perez and G Ibbotson objected to not installing the hearing loop. Council voted and majority agreed to not go ahead with the installation of the hearing loop at the Village Hall. Cllr S Davis requested the Clerk inform the new lease of her DDA responsibilities.
PCH 080.02.20  New boxes for the existing defibrillators would be ordered to replace the existing ones as current boxes are broken.

PCH 085.03.20 County Councillor’s Report
		County Cllr N Bennett – reported that funding for improvements to the A22, required
further modelling of traffic before a decision would be made on funding and officers 
are in discussion with Dept of Transport. To report back once completed.
		Cllr C Jackets asked if the improvements to the A27 would go ahead. County Cllr 
N Bennett advised that they would for the three bottle neck junctions would be 
investigated.
		Cllr F Lulham asked for an update on potholes, County Cllr N Bennett advised
working on them and to continue reporting them to ESX Highways. Normally 10 crews 
would be repairing, but currently 16 crews out repairing. 10,000 repaired already this
year, normally around 4,000.
Cllr V Lee enquired if the gulley emptying policy had changed? County Cllr N Bennett 
reported that it hadn’t changed, and gulley’s are being cleared as per a schedule of 
works.

PCH 086.03.20 District Councillor’s Report:
		Cllr D White reported the precepts had been approved at last District meeting.
		Council Tax notifications had been sent out. At the recent PCS Meeting, the Sussex 
Plant planning Application was discussed, along with the Station Road bungalows
application, where Stacey Robins advised a condition for occupation not to take place
until drainage/sewage had been improved/upgraded.

PCH 087.03.20 Financial Matters.  The Council approved/noted and all in favour of:
· Noted the bank reconciliation, payments and receipts for February:
· Payments Total = £36,993.24 (CH £27,360.00) so non-CH payments = £9,633.24
· Receipts Total = £616,871.44)
· Approved the Clerk’s x 3 Expenses for February. 

PCH 088.03.20 Neighbourhood Plan
		Examination took place on 18th February, and the outcome was some amendments 
Were required due to the WDC Local Plan failure. Our NDP had been compliant to 
WDC Local Plan but would need to remove any references to the emerging WDC
Local Plan. Hellingly Parish Council’s NDP had now been scoped again and currently waiting for the Inspector’s response letter to be received before knowing the next steps. 

PCH 089.03.20 Community Hub update:
· Cllr G Ibbotson and F Lulham reported that the Hire charges for parishioners and non-profit making organisations, were set too high. Cllr D White and C Jackets advised extensive comparisons and discussions by the project team had taken place and agreed that the prices set were acceptable for the first year and would be reviewed after a year. 
· Council discussed and amended parishioner and non-profit making hire charges to now receive 50% discount off the Commercial and non-parishioner rates. Council voted, 4 abstained, 1 objected and 8 Councillors approved with a note for the Clerk to use discretion for adhoc requests. Cllr W Short felt that ‘discretion’ could cause bad feeling amongst hirers through word of mouth.
· Finances (attached) were noted with a comment that ‘VAT refund’ should not appear on the income, Clerk to remove.
· Work is progressing on schedule, with the hope to be available early May.
· Promotions and opening events for residents, business/groups and an official opening.
· Cllr W Short suggested Hellingly Hospital representative as new Hub built on the old ground. More ideas nearer the time.
· Thanks to DW taking the risk in borrowing own funds to build the Hub to allow the Hub to be built.
		
PCH 090.03.20 Clerk’s report: 
· 2020/21 Meetings Timetable, Council agreed to hold all Council and Committee meetings on Wednesdays.
· Active Play Easter Holidays (4) and May (2) Half Term Active Play Sessions total of 6 sessions for £294. Council approved number of sessions and costs.
· Annual Parish Meeting, Council agreed the 2020 APM format to invite Sports & Social clubs and a Climate change presentation relevant to the Parish.

PCH 091.03.20 Chairman’s Report:	
· Nothing to report


	


Meeting Closed 9pm





Jennifer Hoodless
Clerk to the Parish Council 							11th March 2020
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